HOW TO READ YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL REPORT CARD
This document is designed to help you understand and use the information in your child’s School Report
Card prepared by the Nevada Department of Education. As you view the report cards, in some tables
you will note “N/A” or “*” indicating that population or data is not available. Additionally, in any group
where the number of students is less than 10 (and corresponding percentages), actual values are not
displayed due to federal regulations (FERPA). In such cases “-” is used.
1. The Heading of Your School’s Report Card

The heading of your child’s school report card contains all the contact information you might need if you
have questions or concerns about report card information. It shows which school district your school
belongs to, school address, principal’s name, grade levels and its website address.

2. Narratives of Your School’s Report Card

Narrative section of your school’s report card starts with the “Mission Statement” of the school, which
expresses the school’s purpose – why the school exists. Other narratives in this section are “Principal’s
Highlights” and “Goals and Objectives”. Altogether, this section gives information about unique school
characteristics, and tells what the school wants to do, how they know if they are succeeding, and what
they will do to ensure success.

3. Demographics and Student Information

This section contains “enrollment data” and “average daily attendance” for groups of students in your
school, and is disaggregated on the basis of gender, race/ethinicy, disability (IEP), poverty level (FRL),
migrant, and English Profiency (LEP). Third column expresses the average daily attendance rate for
school/program, district and State, which is simply the percent of enrollment in attendance on an
average school day. Most of the numbers and percentages in your school report card are presented
along with the district and state values to help you compare and understand your school’s data. You can
use the district and state values as a reference point to chart the place of your school’s relative progress.

4. Student Ethnicity Pie Chart

Pie charts are best to use when you are trying to
compare parts of a whole. This pie chart in this
section shows the distribution ot total ethnicities
in your school.

5. Transiency, Truancy, and Discipline

This section expresses the transiency rate of the students in your school and the district, number of
habitual truants, how many disciplinary incidents happened and how many students were
suspended/expuled at your school with a comparison to your school district. If you want to learn what
specific behaviors of your child will result in your child’s suspension or expulsion, you can consult the
Nevada Revised Statutue NRS 392.140 and NRS 392.466 or contact your child’s school.

6. Retention

Retention data tells you the number
and percentage of students who
were retained in grades K-8 in your
school (in this specific example,
grades K-5 since this is elementary
schools).

7. Student Teacher Ratio and Class Size

In this section, you’ll find information about your school’s student to teacher ratio and the average class
size. Student to teacher ratio is provided for each grade level for the elementary schools, whereas for
secondary schools, average class size is listed for each core academic subject. Class size is important
because it may influence the one-on-one attention that teachers provide to students, as well as the
discipline level in the classroom. You can compare your school’s class size and student to teacher ratio
with those in your district.
For instance, the left snaphot is for an elemetary school: it tells that for the first grade there is 1 teacher
for every 16 student in that school whereas the average for the district is 1 teacher for every 22
students. The right snapshot is from a seconday school report, and is showing the number of students in
core subjects. More specifically, for this particular secondary school, average class size for an English
class is 27 whereas it is 25 in the district.

8. Summary of Standards-Based Test Performance

This section provides information about how your school is doing on the criterion referenced tests, as
well as your district and the state. It doesn’t show the grade specific assessment results in your school,
but just the compilation of test results for grades available in this school. For grade specific results, you
should visit the Nevada Report Card Website at www.nevadareportcard.com. The CRT test is an overall
measure of achievement as well as a measure of mastery in the basic skills of reading, writing,
mathematics and science. These tests are designed to measure important learning outcomes of the
school surriculum and identify students who might require additional assitance in order to maintain
academic progress through their elemenatry and secondary school.
Student achievement is broken down into four levels of proficiency:
•

“ED” Emergency/Developing: Student occasionally/does not apply skills/strategies and requires
extensive remediation.

•

“AS” Approaches Standard: Student inconsistently/incompletely applies skills/strategies and
requires targeted remediation

•

“MS” Meets Standard: Student consistently applies skills/strategies without need for
remediation

•

“ES” Exceeds Standard: Student comprehensively/consistently applies and generalizes
skills/strategies in a variety of situations.

9. Per-Pupil Expenditures
This section shows how much money
your school spends per student, and
you can compare the distribution of
spendings with your district. These
figures will reflect the total
expenditure per student from the
previous school year, because such
information for the current school
year is not available in time for
reporting. For details on the types iof
spending
pelase
check
the
accountability terminology page at
http://nvreportcardtest.doe.nv.gov/DI
/Help/Glossary.

10. Personnal Information

This section provides information to help you understand the overall quality of the teachers working in
your child’s school as well as the district and the state. The federal law “No Child Left Behind” requires
that every teacher assigned to a core academic area (reading, language arts, mathematics, science,

social science, foreign language, arts) demonstrate the highly qualified teacher “HQT”” status
appropriate to their assignments. Teachers, including elementary education, special education,
alternative education, gifted education and ESL, who teach one more classes in any of these areas in
grades K-12 must meet the HQT requirement. To be “highly qualified” means that all teachers who
teach core academic subjects must hold at minimum a bachelor’s degree; have “full state certification”
(i.e. state licensure) in each assigned core area; and demonstrate competency in each assigned core
area.
For
more
information
please
check
the
website
at
http://www.doe.nv.gov/NCLB_Highly_Qualified_Teacher/ for details on HQT definition.
Besides the HQT information, teacher average daily attendance and licensure information is also
provided in this section. You can learn the teacher average daily attendance (ADA) which is the
percentage of licensed educators in your school, as well as the district and state, who provide
instruction to students in a classroom on an average school day.

11. Parent/Community Involvement
This section provides information about the
attendance rate of the parents at the first
parent-teacher conference, which should be
held during the first half of the school year.
For this particular school, for instance, 99%
of the elementary school parents attend the
first parent-teacher conference in 20112012.

